Student Worker Position for Photoshop Educational Tool

Job Description

An student worker is required who possesses Photoshop CS3 technical skills as well as Web talents to become part of the development team for a cutting edge biomedical research educational resource. The ideal candidate should possess the following technical skills:

· Good Photoshop CS3 features knowledge (This is not a design position.)

· Advanced general computing including video and audio editing

· Familiarity with Web 2.0 technology:  wiki use, social bookmarking

· Basic knowledge of CourseWeb/Blackboard course management system

The student will learn how to rapidly extract a wide array of quantitative data from digital images for scientific analysis, and interact with instructional designers to develop instructional and assessment tools.

Tasks include but are not limited to:

· Editing screen-captured video tutorials

· Converting videos into Podcasts

· Setting up CourseWeb resources, such as self-assessment tests and final
exams

· Editing wiki using Blackboard's wiki tool

· Using Scholar for set up of the social bookmarking resource

· Interacting with research labs to obtain image samples

· Participating in user-centered design:  storyboarding, prototyping, usability testing

· Helping with the formative evaluation

The student worker will be part of a multi-disciplinary team that includes academics and experts in informatics, histomorphometrics, instructional design, Adobe applications, and communications.
Duration

This is a seven-month position running from October 2008 to April 2009. Remuneration is based on an hourly rate.
Application Process

Applications should be emailed to Project Director Heiko Spallek at hspallek@pitt.edu no later than September 8th, 2008. Interviews will be conducted in the order of received applications . All applicants will receive a notification by September 22nd, 2008.
Project Description

This project, entitled “Quantitative Image Analysis using Adobe® Photoshop® CS3 Extended,” is designed to provide undergraduate students, medical students, postgraduate students, postdoctoral associates and other research personnel with an online resource for understanding how to use the measurement and analysis tools of Photoshop. The project will employ the power of the Blackboard Content System to provide flexible learning opportunities. 
The objective is for biomedical researchers to learn how to quantitatively analyze two and three dimensional images from such sources as histology, traditional and laser enhanced digital images, traditional radiology, ultrasonography, computed and surface tomography, positron emitted tomography, and magnetic resonance imaging.

The final product of the project is Quantitative Image Analysis using Photoshop, a CourseWeb course featuring step-by-step video tutorials as screen captures with instructor voice-over explanations describing the use of Photoshop’s measurement and analysis tools. Best Practices using Photoshop in Image Analysis, a self-maintaining supplement, will provide students with a repository of best practices for additional help and support. The supplement will be implemented using Blackboard’s new wiki tool and Scholar, and will facilitate collaboration and sharing between learners. 

Project Funding

The project is funded by an Innovation in Education award from the University of Pittsburgh’s Office of Provost's Advisory Council on the Instructional Excellence. 
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