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Lab News 
Evidence exists suggesting individuals born with craniofacial defects, such as cleft lip and palate or tooth 
agenesis, may have a higher risk for several types of cancer, as well as their family members. The Vieira 
Lab has concentrated on this issue and has generated information that suggests that if you are a relative of 
someone born with cleft lip and palate, you may have 3 times higher the risk of having cancer in compari-
son to the general population. Our current hypothesis is that the same genetic contributors that are in-
volved in craniofacial and dental development also control cell proliferation and differentiation later in 
life and alterations in these genes or their pathways may lead to both conditions. You can read more about 
our data by requesting our papers below: 
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DRDR Update 

Recruitment Location 

Recruitment Summary 

Wednesday, January 9th 

Room 371 at 12pm 

Recent Publications 

Molecular factors resulting in 
tooth agenesis and contempo-
rary approaches for regenera-
tion: A review. Cudney SM, 
Vieira AR. Eur Arch Paediatr 
Dent. 2012 Dec;13(6):297-
304.  

 

Subjects Recruited 3730 

Subjects Declined 569 

Compliance Rate 86% 

Module 1 909 Emergency Care  68 UDHS 8 

Module 2 1229 Oral Surgery  43 Orthodontics 150 

Module 3 463 Pediatric  Dentistry  245 Other 73 

Module 4 218 Implant Center  15 AEGD 22 

Dental Hygiene 221 Prosthodontics  30 Perio 10 

Endo 26         

Student Rotations 

3rd-Year dental students are  
participating in an  inter-
professional     experience as 
part of their rotations. Students 
shadow  doctors at the UPMC 
Digestive  Disease Center and 
offer dental evaluations to  pa-
tients at the DDC. Studies have 
suggested that  periodontal dis-
ease is connected to various sys-
temic diseases, such as  irritable 
bowel disease. This rotation 
aims to give the students experi-
ence to working with physicians 
and nurses in a hospital setting. 

Recruitment Summary 

Affected by IBD     18 

Not Affected by IBD     17 




