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University launches new dental registry, DNA repository
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of oral biologr at the Cenler for Crani

fucial and Dental Genetics al the University of

dealing with Iiman subject research,
as they will be under the blanket IRB
approval of the Dental Registry and
DNA Repository.

I'T: How far along is this? Whal are
you working on?

Vigma: We started patient reeruil-
ment in September in a specific avea of
the school of dental medicine (a mod-
ule clinic with 20 chairs). Al this mo-
menl, we are inilialing the expansion
of our recruitment to other clinics. The
expectation is that, in the near future,
subject recruitment will he happening
in the entire dental sehool, which has
more than 230 clinical chairs,

1 W hat will the registry and repos-
itory bring lo dentistry? What do
practicing dentists need to know ?

Vici: The etiofogy Tora nuniher ol
clinical dental phenotypes is yet 1o he
fully snderstood. Many of those have a
strong senetic hasis and o project
will create o mique resonree that will
allow investizations addvessing these
issties. We hope that miany of these fn
ture findings can impact the cireent
dental care that is provided by practic

ing dentiss.

P2 What training are you offering
o stadents? Please ontline your
program.

Ve Caerently, we have wo nn
dermrdiate shudents imvolved with
the project. They are ained on re
searel ethics, issues of confidentiality
and IR procedure and policies. Also,
they ave teained i elinical and tabova
tory salely, s well as heing exposed 1o
varions steps of vescarcl design.

I'T: Any grants or parinerships?

Vigma: AL the moment, this project
relies on the sole support of the sehool
of dental medicine. However, we are
working in futre partnerships with
the medical school and have applied
for grants offercd by the University of
Pittsburgh, as well as with the NHIL

IT: Anything further?

Vienea: That is the first project of
this kind in the world.
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