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i s  i n  t l r e  p ro i css  o l ' p r rh l i sh ing  se r  e ra l

f iapers on b iorn inera l izat ion and t issue

engineer ing.  His research has led to a bet-

ter r,rnderstanding of hori organisms fbrtn

mrneral  t issr , res such as bone,  dent in and

carti lage.

Gene mapping studies cont inue fb l -

Iori ing the breakthrough last year in genet-

ics inr  o l r  ing c lef i  l ip  and palate.
"\\ 'e're tn ing to find the gene lor

qenes respolrs ib le fbr  c lef i  l ip  and palate]

tus ins tools  the Hunran Genot le IPro ject ]

has der  ised."  Dr .  Marazi ta said.

Oral - tac ia l  c lef is .  par l icu lar ly  c lef i  l ip

n ith or n ithout clefi palate. are conlnlon

abnornra l i t ies lbund at  b i r th .  The cause of

these del 'ects is  unclear  and many studies

arc bc ing conducted at  the SDM to d iscern

the sene expressions re lated to the devel -

opment of cleti palate and/or cleft l ip.

"To do these k inds ofstudies,  you

need a lot ot'nunrbers. We have fan.ri-

I ies l iom \\ 'estern Pennsy lr ania and also

o\ erseas in China. lndia. Turkey. Hungary.

Guatemala and Brazi l . "  sa id Dr.  Marazi ta.

She explained that fanril ies ri ' i th trvo or

nrore afl-ected indir iduals are impoftant

in  gene mapping studies because they can

be evaluated fbr phvsical assessrrents and

D\A samples.

In January'. the SDM *"i l l  send faculty

ar.rd staff to Guaternala ri i th Children of

the Americas, lnc. (COTA). COTA is a

non-profit organization that provides free

medical and surgical care as well as treat-

ment to children throughout the world.

While there, Dr. Marazita's tearn also wil l

recruit more f-arnil ies for clefi l ip and pal-

ate research.

Dr. ('harle.s Sleir

Dr. Brion trlultetF:cul1 member Dr. Charles Sfeir
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-\nother area of research that is com-

ing ro truition ar the school is publication

t-riresults lrom the Center tbr Oral Health

Dispanties in -\ppalachia. The first set of

resiirc-h papers tbr this studr' \\'as sent to

various joumals in \ovember.

The srudies counter the common

b,ei ie i ihat  ora l  heal th d ispar i t ies gener-

alll are higher in -\trican {mericans and

Hispanics. { population-based sampie

ol t-amilies trom nvo L-ounties in \\'est

\-irsinia and nvo counties in Pennsl.h ania

$'a-s srudied tbr issues related to dental

trauma. periodontal disease. caries. mal

trc-c-luSit-rns. soft t issues. lesions and other

diseases such as cancer.
"Familf is an important unit in this

srud1'." Dr. \ larazita said. "There could

he gene s. anirudes and microorganisms

shared." To determine the causes of poor

trral he alth. demographic and behar ioral

intbrmation is a big pan of such srudies.

Dr. Brion \laher. t-acultl 'member

of the Department of Oral Biologl'. has

rer-entl) init iated a collaboration lr ith the

Hosama Ht-ruse in \\-i lkinsburg. Pa. The

purpose ofthe project is to assess behar'-

ioral. environmental and genetic factors

that ma1 inlluence oral health. The srud1

ri'ill sen'e to contrast poor. rural Cauca-

sians s'ith poor. urban -\irican Americans.

Relared research on genetics in caries

is being headed b1 Dr. -\lerandre Vieira.

one rrf the ne\\'est t'aculq'members of oral

birrlosl'. Some areas to be addressed b1'

this research are u hether genetic factors

conrribute to poor oral health and ifso.

deterrnining u'hich genes are responsible

tbr .-ausilg caries.

Dr. \Iarazita concluded that genetics

must plal 'a big part in oral health issues.

t'ut she is not *'illing to settle for an1'

eeneralizations.

Sponsored White Goats Welcome Students to
Dental Profession
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n August 29th. the White Coat

Ceremony had an extra-added senti-

ment. Dr. Marnie Oakley (DMD '92),

200'1-05 Dental Alumni Association Presi-

dent. introduced alumni, faculty and SDM

friends to the nerv tradition of sponsoring

incoming students' by purchasing their

first u'hite coats for a $50 donation.

The idea rvas well-received and 115

s'hite coats were purchased for the 80

f,rst professional students and 35 dental

hy'giene students. The white coat pockets

contained note cards with the name and

contact information of sponsors along with

a message of encouragement.

Dr. Oakley said she wanted to come

up u'ith a way to bring the alumni and

students together from the onset of the

students'studies at the SDM.

"They're at a very vulnerable time,"

said Dr. Oakley. "We wanted to show

them that we know what they're going

through rvith the cost and being away from

home."

The White Coat Ceremony is a way

for the faculty to welcome incoming

students to the dental profession. Like

graduation, students walk across a stage

and shake hands with the deans.

The ceremony is part of the Annual

General Assembly, started five years ago,

with various speakers such as Dr. Craig

Eisenhart, president of the Pennsylvania

Dental Association and Dr. Gerrit Hag-

man, a representative from the Interna-

tional College of Dentists. Associate Dean

for Clinical Affairs, Wilbert Milligan (PhD
'72) led the incoming students in the read-

ing of the dental oath.

Dr. Oakley said board members of the

Dental Alumni Association and SDM staff

worked hard to ensure all students were

sponsored. They contacted people from

the students'hometowns and alma maters.

Some SDM offices also collectively spon-

sored a few of the students'white coats.
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Sntdents, dressed in their frst white coals, gather.for a gt'oup photo


