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Dental postdoc

receives NIH
award

© Ariadne Letra,apostdoctoral
associate in the lab of Alexandre
Vieira, has received a five-year,
$586,725 National Institutes of
Health Pathway to Independence
program award.

The awards are given to sup-
port the transition to an indepen-
dent position. Letra’s project will
explore the associations between
‘metalloproteinase gene variants
and cleft lip and palate.

Letraismentored by Vieiraand
Mary L. Marazita of the School
of Dental Medicine. e
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Group
programs
can cut risk
of diabetes

Participation in a group pro-
gram focuscd on weight loss and
excrcise helped adultsin an urban,
medically underserved commu-
nity decrease their risk for Type
Il diabetes and cardiovascular
discase, a study by University
of Pittsburgh Diabetes Institute
(UPDIT) researchers found.

Their work appears in this
month’s issue of Diabcetes Care.

The study was based on the
successful national diabetes pre-
vention program (DPP), which

 found that moderate weight loss
and increased physical activity
were more successiul than medi-
cation in preventing diabetes and
heart discase in people at risk for
thesce diseases.

Rescarchers transforined DPP
from an individually delivered

and UPDJI’s Linda M. Siminerio
and Gretchen A. Piatt.

DPW funds
startup of
autism clinic
UPMC has received $250,000
in funding from the Pennsylvania
Departument of Public Welfare
Bureau of Autism Services to
support the start-up of an Autism
Speaks Autism Treatment Net-
work (ATN) site, which will offer

comprehensive diagnosis, treat-

ment, care and counseling for
children and teens with autism
spectrum disorders (ASD).

The AT'Nisagroup of 15 hos-
pitals and medical centers in the
United States and Canada dedi-
cated to improving and standard-
izing medical care for childrenand
adolescents with ASD.

The group’sapproachincludes
collaboration amongspecialistsin
neurology, developmental pediat-
rics, child psychiatry, psychology,
gastroenterology, genetics, ineta-
bolicdisordersandsleep disorders,
among other disciplines.

The network aims to develop
common clinical standards for
medical care for individuals with
ASD and to increase the poot of
autismmedical specialists through
traince mentorship and outreach
to community-based physicians.

As part of this effort, families
reeciving care at the sites can
participate in a data registry that
tracks children and adolescents
receiving care. T'he information
in the database is a crucial part of
developing the evidence to create
and substantiate clinical consensus
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nal of Biological Chemistry.

Phosphorylation (the addition
of a phosphate group to a specific
aminoacidin a protein) of cardiac
proteins is one chemical modula-
tion discovered several decades
ago to affect cardiac contraction.

Shroffand his fellow research-
ers have found another pathway
that appears to be equally power-
ful in regulating cardiac muscle
contraction — acetylation (the
addition of an acetyl group to a
specific amino acid in a protein)
of cardiac proteins.

“Although protein acetylation
has been studied for a long time,
the focus so far has been on its
action inside of nucleus (related
to gene transcriptional control).
Nobody had reported its actions
on cardiac muscle contraction,”
Shroffsaid. “If the story we report
in thisarticle holds up undermore
realistic (physiological) condi-
tions, then T am confident that
this will open up a whole new
arca of research, including new
therapeutic drugs for treating
weakened cardiac muscle.”

Stephen H. Smith, aresearch
assistant in ‘
Shroffs lab, and
colleagues from
the University
of Chicago co-
authored the
work.

ACS research
award granted
The American Cancer Society,
Inc. has granted the University
a $400,000, five-year clinical
research professor award to sup-
port Jennifer R. Grandis, vice
chair of research in the School of
Medicine’s Department of Oto-
laryngology.
Grandis will be known as
the American Cancer Society-
“Genentech BioOncology Clinical
Research Professor in ‘Transla-
tional Research. The award will
begin July 1.

Pitt shares in
defense dept.'s
MURI funding
Researchers Jeremy Levyand
Michael Lewis will share in a
combined $2.7 million in research
funds from the U.S. Department
of Defense Multidisciplinary
University Research Initiative
(MURI) program. MURI, which
supports basicresearch ofinterest
to the defense department, will
devote $200 million over the next
five years(including $19.7 million
in fiscal year 2008) to 34 projects
involving 64 universities. Three
projects involve Pitt.
Levy,aprofessorinthe Depart-
ment of Physics and Astrononuy,
wasawarded $1.1 millionaspartof
afive-year, $6.5 million project to
investigate future applications of

electron spin, which may allow for
faster and less power-consuming
information technology. He will
collaborate with researchers from
four other universities to apply
electron spin to organic- semi-
conductors and other materialsin
an attempt to create devices that

—canstoreand transfer information
with more density but by using
less power.

Levy will use state-of-the-
art optical and scanning probe
techniques to investigate the
properties of materials fabricated
by his colleagues at the University
of Iowa, the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley and New York
University. Theoretical support
will come from researchers at
Iowa and the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia.

Lewis, a professor in the
School of Information Sciences
who specializesin human interac-
tion with and through computers
and machines, will receive a total
of ncarly $1.5 million for two
MURI projects totaling $13.75
million.

Oncwill evaluate the feasibility
of a decentralized military com-
munication system; another is
meantto helpwmilitary negotiators
better cooperate with people of
different cultures.

Lewis will receive almost
$600,000 10 create methods for
observing how cultural ditfer-
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