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The Diploma Ceremony and Alumni Reception was held on May 
19th at 1 p.m. in Heinz Hall.  From the engaging speeches to 
the gorgeous summer weather, the event boasted an air of ex-
citement.  Eighteen residents, 88 first professional and 30 den-
tal hygiene students walked in the ceremony. 
 
A reception was held in the hall’s courtyard where many fami-
lies and alumni congratulated the new graduates. 
 
Postdoctoral students represent SDM at Data and Dine 

 
Each of the four post-
doctoral students at 
the School of Dental 
Medicine participated 
in the Second Annual 
Postdoctoral Data & 
D i ne  S ympos i um, 
hosted by the Univer-
sity’s Postdoctoral As-
sociation (UPPDA) on 
May 17th in the William 

Pitt Union.  Dr. Steven Wendell, research assistant professor in 
the Department of Oral Biology and assistant director of post-
doctoral development in the Office of Academic Career Devel-
opment, also was honored with the 2007 UPPDA Postdoctoral 
Alumni Award for his contributions to the UPPDA.   
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

General Assembly 
and  

White Coat White Coat   
CeremonyCeremony  

 
Welcome the  

incoming classes  
for2007-2008! 

 
August 27th 

 3 p.m. 
 

Auditoriums 5 & 6  
Scaife Hall 

 
Your support is needed!  
For more information 
about supporting this  

special event, please call 
Ms. Nancy Poe at  
412—648—8910. 

 

 
 

First row, left: 
First professional 
graduates rise to 
sing the alma 
mater. Right: First 
professional 
graduates Dr. 
John Matta, Dr. 
Deepak Devara-
jan and Dr. Britt-
ney Franklin pose 
for a photo.   

Above, left to right: Ms. Ashley Senczy, Dental Hygiene Program valedictorian; Dr. 
Nathan McKeta, First Professional Program valedictorian; and Dr. Richard Gradisek, 
Dental Alumni Association president.  

From left to right: Dr. Ariadne Letra, Dr. Renato Silva, 
Dr. Puiyan Lee and Dr. Manika Govil. 



 
 
2007 Senior Awards Reception & Research Symposium 
 
On May 16th the class of 
2007 gathered to recognize 
its members who were 
honored with awards for 
their accomplishments as 
part of the First Profes-
sional Program.  Also rec-
ognized were faculty and 
staff by each of the four 
classes in the First Profes-
sional Program.   
 
Earlier that day, the  
Annual Spring Research Symposium took place in Scaife Hall’s 

auditorium 6 with invited speaker, Dr. Brian 
Schutte, associate professor of pediatrics at 
the University of Iowa.  Dr. Schutte presented 
Mining the Pits: Genetic Lessons from Van der 
Woude Syndrome.  Genetic research was a 
common theme throughout the symposium 
which also featured presentations by recipi-
ents of the 2006 Dean’s Summer Research 

Scholarship Program as well as other student 
and faculty researchers.  Unfortunately, the symposium was cut 
short due to a leak in the auditorium ceiling which caused a 
small portion of plaster to fall prior to the final presentation by 
postdoctoral student, Dr. Ariadne Letre.  Dean Braun dismissed 
the symposium in the interest of preventing injuries to any 
speakers or attendees.   
 
Congratulations to Dr. Deborah Polk, newly elected director 
within the International Association of Dental Research 
 

Dr. Deborah Polk, assistant professor in the 
Department of Dental Public Health and Infor-
mation Management, was recently elected as 
a first-year North American director of the 
Behavioral Sciences and Health Services Re-
search Group of the International Association 
of Dental Research.   
 

Her responsibilities include reviewing abstracts submitted for 
the IADR/AADR annual meeting. She has previously reviewed 
abstracts for several different conferences and welcomes the 
opportunity to review for BSHSR. 
 
 
 
 
For questions, comments or suggestions, e-mail Kate Miller, 
Communications Specialist at keb70@dental.pitt.edu. 

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Awardees from left to 
right, upper row: Dr. Richard Bauer; Dr. Britt-
ney Franklin; Dr. Nicole Falchini; Dr. Ryan 
Hagan; Dr. Nicholas Piesco; Dr. Steven Iszkula; 
and Dr. Jarrette Kalp.  Lower row: Dr. Nathan 
McKeta; Dr. Alicia McClung; Dr. Yu-Tien Lin; 
and Dr. Mark Zeigler. 

Dr. Brian Schutte 

Dr. Deborah Polk 

Congratulations  
to the 2007  

Faculty and Staff  
Appreciation 

Awardees! 

Class of 2007 Awardees 

Class of 2010 Awardees 

Class of 2009 Awardees 

Class of 2008 Awardees 

FACULTY AWARDS 
 

Dr. John Baker 
OKU Honorary Membership 
 
Dr. William L. Chung 
OKU Faculty Membership 
 
Dr. Edward Heinrichs 
AAP for Outstanding  
Teaching and Mentoring in 
Periodontics 
 
Dr. Jean A. O'Donnell 
OKU Faculty Membership 
 
Dr. Richard W. Rubin, 
DDS, MPH 
Innovation in Education  

Mr. Norman Macher, Dr. Kelly 
Bolden and Mr. Jim Roskowski 

Dr. Mark Mooney, Mr. Matthew 
Karski and Ms. Kristen Felser 

Mr. Moody Wasif, Ms. Nadia Kasi-
nec and Dr. Marin Mandrajieff 

Ms. Terri Piazza, Mr. Andrew 
Thompson and Dr. Andrew Nigra 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings false

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



