“I looked at it as a very noninvasive procedure — nobody even has to touch you. If it could
help determine the cause of oral cancer and cleft palates, why not?”
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Saving money with spit

e University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine has
started the world’s first dental DNA registry. Researchers collect
patients’ saliva and enter the DNA into the registry so that the
donor remains anonymous. The researchers look for genetic links
to oral diseases. The ready pool of research subjects is expected
to cut $125,000 off the cost of each new genetics project. The

projected savings is shown below:
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