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DENTALHYGIENE OATH

In my practice as a dental hygienist, I affirm my personal and professional
commitment to improve the oral health of the public, to advance the art and
science of dental hygiene, and to promote high standards of quality care.

I pledge continually to improve my professional knowledge and skills, to
render a full measure of service to each patient entrusted to my care, and to
uphold the highest standards of professional competence and personal con-
duct in the interests of the dental hygiene profession and the public it serves.

THE DENTAL OATH

I, realizing the privileges and opportunities that have been given to me in my study
of the arts and sciences of dentistry and appreciating the significance of the Dental
Diploma to be conferred upon me, do hereby willingly pledge:

That I will diligently uphold the dignity, honor, and objectives of the dental profession
and, to the best of my ability, will contribute to its prestige, proficiency, and progress;

That I solemnly accept my responsibility to the patients to give them the best of my
knowledge and skill, and to maintain an impeccable relationship with them that will
warrant their trust and confidence;

That I will faithfully observe the principles of ethics set forth by the profession;

That I will lend my influence and support to dental education, to organized dentistry,
and to all segments of the profession which contribute to the fulfillment of its purpose.



ALMAMATER

Alma mater, wise and glorious,

Child of Light and bride of truth;

Over fate and foe victorious,

Dowered with eternal youth;

Crowned with love of son and daughter,
Thou shalt conquer as of yore.

Dear old Pittsburgh, Alma Mater,

God preserve Thee evermore!

SEALOF THE UNIVERSITY

The seal of the University of Pittsburgh combines
the elements of the history and identity of the
University. The shield is emblazoned with the
checkered horizontal bar and three coins, which
are heraldic symbols emblematic of William Pitt’s
family and fortune. The shield is taken from Pitt’s
coat of arms. The castle on the shield is a symbol
of the concept of the city and is borrowed from the
seal of the City of Pittsburgh. The banner below
the shield is charged with the Latin words “veri-
tas” and “virtus,” “truth” and “virtue.”




ACADEMIC HERALDRY.
THE SYMBOL OF LEARNING

The college or university commencement procession today, in this country and abroad,
is a pageant, alive and bright with the dress and ceremony inherited from the medi-
eval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries.

Academic life as we know it today began in the Middle Ages with Bologna and Paris,
Oxford and Cambridge, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Louvain, first in the church, then in
the guilds. The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, where the Bachelor
was the apprentice of the Master and the dress was the outward sign of privilege and
responsibility. The dress made visible, in color and pattern, the unity of persons of
like purpose. Twelfth-century records of Oxford University carry this justification for
academic dress: “It is honorable and in accordance with reason that clerks to whom
God has given an advantage of the lay folk in their adornments, within, should like-
wise differ from the lay fold outwardly in dress.”

The principle features of academic dress are three: the gown, the cap, and the hood.
Their design and heraldry were from as early as the eleventh and twelfth centuries in
the great European universities as an outward sign of the bringing together of stu-
dents and privileged persons under the same discipline.

To preserve their dignity and meaning it became necessary for these universities to set
rules for academic dress. American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895
and set up a suitable code of academic dress for the colleges and universities of the
United States. In 1932 the American Council on Education presented a revised code
which for the most part governs the style of academic dress today.

THE GOWN: The flowing gown comes from the twelfth century. Many think it was
worn in olden times as protection against the cold of unheated buildings. It has be-
come symbolic of the democracy of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of
rank or social standing underneath. It is black for all degrees, with pointed sleeves.
For the Bachelor’s or Master’s degree, the gown has no trimmings. For the Doctor’s
degree it is faced down the front with velvet and has three bars of velvet across the
sleeves in the color distinctive of the college. For example, the trustees and admin-
istrative officers of the University of Pittsburgh wear gowns trimmed in blue velvet
edged in gold faille.

THE CAP: Under Roman law, a freed slave won the privilege of wearing a cap. And so
the academic cap is a sign of freedom of scholarship and the responsibility and dignity
with which the scholarship endows the wearer. Old poetry records the cap of scholar-
ship as square to symbolize the book, although authorities claim that the mortarboard
is the symbol of masons, a privileged guild. The color of the tassel on the cap denotes
the discipline.

THE HOOD: Heraldically the hood is an inverted shield with one or more chevrons

of a secondary color on the ground of the primary color of the college. The color of
the facing of the hood denotes the discipline represented by the degree. Some of the
colors are gold yellow (Science), light blue (Education), white (Arts and Letters), green
(Medicine), and lilac (Dentistry). The color of the lining of the hood designates the
university or college from which the degree was granted.



DENTALHYGIENE CLASS OF 2026

Aereen Ahmed
Pittsburgh, PA

Mohamed Walid Ahmed
Altoona, PA

Modupe Badru
Lancaster, PA

Kathryn Ann Bishoff
Allison Park, PA

Lauren Faith Burrell
Johnstown, PA

Jane Curry, BS
University of Tampa, 2017
Tallinn, Estonia

Lindsey Dinh
Belle Vernon, PA

Myliah D. Dorsett, BA
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2023
Pittsburgh, PA

Taylor Rose Dowlen
Edinboro, PA

Cristal Alpizar Flores
Pittsburgh, PA

Karli Renee Grossi
Butler, PA

Yensoung Hay
Centreville, VA

Maya Rebecca Jacob
Easton, PA

Surbhi Juneja, MS

Datta Meghe Institute

of Medical Sciences, 2021
Chhindwara, India

Eliza Leann Korinko
Polk, PA

Mya Isabelle Kush
Johnstown, PA

Colleen Manioci
Rochester, NY

Ean Connor Maxwell
Aliquippa, PA

Julia Marie Mosur
Coraopolis, PA

Kiley Monica Pesce
Saint Marys, PA

Krisalyn Elizabeth Rhodes, BS
Juniata College, 2022
Kane, PA

Lataijeon A. Rockymore
Pittsburgh, PA

Caidin Rae Senaris Rull
Virginia Beach, VA

Gabriella Paige Sheesman
Chicora, PA

Patricia Claire Gidor Siana, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2023
Titusville, PA

Adriano Alessandro Sotomayor
Reading, PA

Hannah Mackenzie Vancas
Altoona, PA

Madison Christina Walker, BS
Virginia Tech, 2021
Virginia Beach, VA

LaTia Sasha Walters
Pittsburgh, PA

Mya Carol Waronsky
Sarver, PA



DENTAL CLASS OF 2026

NAME
UNDERGRADUATE

Carmen A. Andreoli, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Mazen Alex Ayoub, BS
University of South Florida, 2020

Gavin Abram Barclay, BS
Lafayette College, 2022

Mya Marie Blanco, BS
Youngstown State University, 2022

Kathryn Keely Bruce, BS
Penn State University, 2020

Alison Esther Buckwalter, BS
Washington College, 2022

Antonio J. Cardoso, BS
University of Richmond, 2022

Chelsea Elizabeth Carver, BPhil
University of Pittsburgh, 2022
Gabriela I. Castaing, BS

University of West Florida, 2020

Hannah Louise Ceravolo, BA
University of Delaware, 2022

Anastasia Markella Chapman, BS
Lehigh University, 2021

Yejin Cho, BA
Earlham College, 2019

Cassia K. Clayton, BS
University of South Florida, 2021

Michael Joseph Delosh, BS
Juniata College, 2022
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PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS
LOCATION

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Residency
Wilmington, DE

Private Practice
Tampa, FL

Private Practice
Orthodontics Residency
Louisville, KY

General Practice Residency
York, PA

Pediatric Dentistry Residency
Danville, PA

Pediatric Dentistry Residency
Pittsburgh, PA

Master of Business
Administration Program
Pittsburgh, PA

Federally Qualified Health Center
Lincoln, NE

United States Navy
General Practice Residency
Bethlehem, PA

Fellowship
Pittsburgh, PA

General Practice Residency
Advanced Education in General

Dentistry
San Antonio, TX



NAME
UNDERGRADUATE

Taylor Elizabeth Dermond, BS
University of Delaware, 2022

Nicole Love Didenko, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Thomas Fekeru, BS
McMaster University, 2021

Youssef Emad Gabraiel, BS

University of California Santa Barbara, 2021

Micah Bryce Garber, BS
Slippery Rock University, 2021

Juhi Goyal, BS, MS
University of Pittsburgh, 2019
Barry University, 2021

Nicholas Bernard Greene, BS

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2022

David A. Gulibon, BS

University of South Carolina, 2022

Saadia Haider, BDS

PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS
LOCATION

Orthodontics Internship
Orthodontics Residency
Richmond, VA

Advanced Education in General
Dentistry

Rochester, NY

Orthodontics Residency
Oklahoma City, OK

Private Practice
Saxton, PA

Private Practice
Jacksonville, FL
Private Practice

Altoona, PA

Private Practice
Gibsonia, PA

Private Practice

de’Montmorency College of Dentistry, 2006 Pittsburgh, PA

Shaelyn Hand, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Brandon Alexander Herbst, BS
Muhlenberg College, 2022

Aaron Timothy Hinton, BS
West Virginia University, 2021

Sonal Sanjay Hirani, BS
Florida State University, 2021

Jordin Malik Holmes, BS
Fitchburg State University, 2022

Emily Elizabeth Jones, BS
Allegheny College, 2022

General Practice Residency
Pittsburgh, PA

General Practice Residency
York, PA

Private Practice
Ridgway, PA

General Practice Residency
Wilmington, DE

General Practice Residency
Newark, NJ

Federally Qualified Health Center



NAME PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS

UNDERGRADUATE LOCATION

Jacob Stephen Kachurka, BS Federally Qualified Health Center
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Nikhel Kareer, BS General Practice Residency

York University, 2020 Cleveland, OH

Ronit Kiran Khade, BDS, MDS Private Practice

Annasaheb Chudaman Patil
Memorial Dental College, 2016
Government Dental College, 2020

Shivam Parag Khairnar, BS General Practice Residency
University of Pittsburgh, 2022 Newark, NJ

Nidhi Khosla, BS General Practice Residency
University of Pittsburgh, 2022 Youngstown, OH

Krishna Rao Kilaru, BDS, MDS
Shri Dharmasthala Private Practice
Manjunatheshwara University, 2003, 2006 Houston, TX

John T. Koury, BS Private Practice

Centenary University, 2019 Allentown, PA

Juliah Alexis Laemmer, BS General Practice Residency
University of Pittsburgh, 2021 Gainesville, FL

Brian H. Lee, BA Orthodontics Internship
Northwestern University, 2020 Atlanta, GA

Kevin Cheng Lu, BS General Practice Residency
University of Pittsburgh, 2022 Seattle, WA

Jillian Rose Lucchetti, BS Pittsburgh VA Medical Center
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Samuel Oliver MacGregor, BS Private Practice,
University of Pittsburgh, 2020 Pittsburgh, PA

Catherine Frances Magister, BS General Practice Residency
Villanova University, 2022 Jersey City, NJ

Shirsha Majumdar, BA, BS Private Practice

University of Pittsburgh, 2022 Charlotte, NC
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NAME
UNDERGRADUATE

Jonah Alexander Manalo, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Christiana J. Mather, BS
The State University of New York, 2020

Martha Meshesha, BA
Wake Forest University, 2019

Ryan Strong Michael, BS
Clemson University, 2021

Victoria Ming, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Lauren Michelle Minutella, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2023

Christopher P. Montgomery, BA
Miami University, 2022

Matthew Richard Moses, BS
Duquesne University, 2022

Tarun Nanda, BDS, MDS
Baba Farid University of
Health Sciences, 2006, 2010

Jacob Navarro, BS
McMaster University, 2021

Logan Jared Newman, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Wilson Oduntan, BS

PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS
LOCATION

Private Practice
Pittsburgh, PA

General Practice Residency
Titusville, PA

General Practice Residency
Chapel Hill, NC

Private Practice
Denver, CO

General Practice Residency
Pittsburgh, PA

General Practice Residency
Allentown, PA

Private Practice
East Liverpool, OH

Private Practice
New Castle, PA

Private Practice

Surrey, Canada

Pediatric Dentistry
Brooklyn, NY

Federally Qualified Health Center

Internship

The University of Texas at San Antonio, 2014

Adam Troy Ott, BS, PBACC
Villanova University, 2020
University of Pennsylvania, 2021

Urjasvi Vipulbhai Patel, BS, MS
University of Cincinnati, 2021
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Orthodontics Residency
Jacksonville, FL

Private Practice



NAME
UNDERGRADUATE

Vivek Manishkumar Patel, BDS
Saurashtra University, 2019

Emily Marie Pavlowski, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Nathaniel F. Petros, BS
University of Leeds, 2019

Anjali Ravi, BDS
Rajiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences Karnataka, 2022

Zainab Razzak, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Anika Nath Roy, PharmD
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Harshini Sakthivel, BS
University of Michigan, 2022

Nathan Paul Scarlata, BS
Syracuse University, 2022

Dwija R. Shah, BS
Columbus State University, 2022

Rosemarie Ann Shaw, BS
Duquesne University, 2022

Emily Margaret Sheffler, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Eva Judith Shterengarts, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2021

Andrew Mina Slupek, BA, MS

University of Mary Washington, 2017

George Mason University, 2018

Claudia Isabel Steel, BA
Hofstra University, 2020
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PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS
LOCATION

Private Practice
Toronto, Canada

Federally Qualified Health Center

Private Practice

Advanced Education in
General Dentistry
Rochester, NY

Private Practice
Greenville, PA

Dental Anesthesiology Residency
Pittsburgh, PA

General Practice Residency
General Practice Residency
Charlotte, NC

Private Practice

Private Practice

Erie, PA

General Practice Residency
Manhattan, NY

Private Practice
Pittsburgh, PA

Private Practice

General Practice Residency
Philadelphia, PA



NAME
UNDERGRADUATE

Yih-Tsyr Sung, BS
University of South Florida, 2021

Breno Monteiro Tavares, BDS

Federal University of Espirito Santo, 2017

Rafeek Antone Thomas Jr., BS
Roberts Wesleyan University, 2021

Tia E. Thompson Stutz, BS
Clarion University, 2022

Marcus Owen Townsend, BA
Kenyon College, 2017

Gabrielle Elise Ulery, BS, MS
University of Maryland, 2019
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Sarah C. Vadella, BS
West Chester University, 2020

Dakota Jameson Volzer, BS
The Ohio State University, 2021

Sarah Ashleigh Weaver, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Tyler Steven Whitfield, BS
University of Pittsburgh, 2022

Abdelrahman Arafat Ghaleb Yousef, DDS

Ajman University, 2022

Ying Mei Leah Zeng, BS
Columbia University, 2019

PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS
LOCATION

Private Practice
Tampa, FL

Private Practice

Private Practice
Butler, PA

Dental Anesthesiology Residency
Long Island, NY

Private Practice
Pittsburgh, PA

United States Navy
General Practice Residency
Private Practice

Camp Hill, PA

Private Practice
Washington, PA

Orthodontics Residency
Los Angeles, CA

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Residency
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ADVANCED RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAMS

CERTIFICATE — DENTAL ANESTHESIOLOGY

Huda Abdul Aziz, BS, MA, MBS, MS, DDS

Case Western Reserve University, 2014, 2015
Rutgers University, 2017

New York University, 2018

The Ohio State University College of Dentistry, 2023

Scott Carr, BS, DDS
University of California Irvine, 2012
University of Southern California, 2018

Haeyoon Jung, BA, MA, DDS
Wesleyan University, 2017, 2018
University of California San Francisco, 2023

Aaron N. Lucki, BS, DMD
The Ohio State University, 2019
University of Pittsburgh, 2023

CERTIFICATE — ENDODONTICS

Kimberly A. Benson, BS, DDS
Missouri State University, 2009
University of Missouri, 2013

Fiorella A. Candamo Aparicio, BS, DMD
University of California Los Angeles, 2013
Harvard School of Dental Medicine, 2019

Lais Alberti Ferreira, DDS
Sao Paulo State University, 2016

Soleman Haque, BS, DMD
University of Central Oklahoma, 2015
A.T. Still University, 2019

Julia Abrantes Vanzelli, BS, DMD
Villanova University, 2017
Rutgers University, 2022
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CERTIFICATE — GENERAL PRACTICE RESIDENCY

Imani D. Armour, BS, MS, DDS
Fairleigh Dickinson University, 2018
Rutgers University, 2021

University of Maryland, 2025

Jamie Marie Waters, BS, DMD
Duquesne University, 2020
Boston University, 2025

CERTIFICATE — ORALAND MAXILLOFACIAL PATHOLOGY

Joshua Seth Goldfaden, BS, DDS
Chapman University, 2020
University of the Pacific, 2023

CERTIFICATE — ORALAND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

David A. Evans, BS, MD, DDS
Weber State University, 2016
University of Utah, 2020
University of Pittsburgh, 2023

Nathaniel Paul Powers, BS, DDS
Davidson College, 2016
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine, 2020

Ryan J. Queale, BS, DMD
Saint Vincent College, 2018
University of Pittsburgh, 2022
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CERTIFICATE — ORTHODONTICS AND DENTOFACIAL ORTHOPAEDICS

Arshia Ashjaei, BS, DDS
University of California Los Angeles, 2015
University of the Pacific, 2019

Emily Elizabeth Brooks, BS, DDS
Baylor University, 2017
University of Oklahoma, 2022

Gina Anamarie DeLeonibus, BA, PBACC, DMD
John Carroll University, 2013

Cleveland State University, 2017

Case Western Reserve University, 2023

Arden Yunlin Hu, BA, DDS
Pomona College, 2019
University of California Los Angeles, 2023

CERTIFICATE — PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Ruchi Bhan, BDS, DDS
Bapuji Dental College & Hospital, 1995
New York University, 2001

James H. Moon, BM, MM, DDS
University of North Carolina, 2015
University of North Texas, 2017
University of Maryland, 2024

CERTIFICATE—PERIODONTICS

Haipei Luan, BS, DDS
McGill University, 2017
University of Detroit Mercy, 2021

Jasper K. Wu, BA, DDS
New York University, 2011
State University of New York, 2019

CERTIFICATE—CLINICAL RESEARCH IN PERIODONTICS AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY

Amr Essam Abdelhalim, BDS
Ajman University, 2023

Amna Saadat Cheema, BDS
University of Health Sciences Lahore, 2015
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Jia Fatima, BDS
Bakhtawar Amin Medical & Dental College, 2023

Kubra Kundak, DDS, PhD
Marmara University, 2015, 2022

Priyanka Sharma, BDS, MDS
Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, 2016, 2023

Joe Jose Thomas, BDS

A.B. Shetty Memorial Institute
of Dental Science, 2018
Fanshawe College, 2020

CERTIFICATE—PROSTHODONTICS

Jason Kwak, BS, DMD
University of Georgia, 2017
University of Pittsburgh, 2023

Meilai Nunez Chiang, BS, DMD
University of South Florida, 2016
University of Puerto Rico, 2023

Vivian Song, DMD
McGill University, 2023

MASTER OF DENTAL SCIENCE—ORTHODONTICS AND DENTOFACIAL ORTHOPAEDICS

Arshia Ashjaei, BS, DDS
University of California Los Angeles, 2015
University of the Pacific, 2019

Emily Elizabeth Brooks, BS, DDS
Baylor University, 2017
University of Oklahoma, 2022

Gina Anamarie DeLeonibus, BA, PBACC, DMD
John Carroll University, 2013

Cleveland State University, 2017

Case Western Reserve University, 2023

Arden Yunlin Hu, BA, DDS
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Pomona College, 2019
University of California Los Angeles, 2023

MASTER OF DENTAL SCIENCE—PERIODONTICS

Haipei Luan, BS, DDS
McGill University, 2017
University of Detroit Mercy, 2021

Jasper K. Wu, BA, DDS
New York University, 2011
State University of New York, 2019

MASTER OF SCIENCE — PROSTHODONTICS

Jason Kwak, BS, DMD
University of Georgia, 2017
University of Pittsburgh, 2023

Meilai Nunez Chiang, BS, DMD
University of South Florida, 2016
University of Puerto Rico, 2023

ORALAND CRANIOFACIAL SCIENCES PROGRAM
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY — ORALAND CRANIOFACIAL SCIENCES

Yejin Cho, BA
Earlham College, 2019

Conferral of degrees of those listed is contingent on meeting academic requirements.
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