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Centers to Improve Access to Dental Care in Rural

Areas

Access to dental care is a growing concern across the United States, leaving
residents—especially in rural communities—at risk for oral health
complications. The University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine has
launched two Regional Training Centers already, with more to follow, to
improve access to care and oral health outcomes in rural communities in
Pennsylvania. Please click below to see how you can become involved!

Learn more about the centers

See Dean Oakley on WPXI

New Class Composites Honor Alumni

& Pitt DentalMedicine & Pitt DentalMedicine

Class of 1992

Robert

Nerone, DMD
GENERAL PRACTICE

Robert Nerone, DMD earned
his Doctor of Dental Medicine
degree from the University

of Pittsburgh in 1992 and
completed a General Practice
Residency (GPR) through

the University of Pittsburgh
Graduate GPR program at
UPMC. He practiced general
dentistry in private practice for
25 years before transitioning
into academic dentistry.

Dr. Nerone currently serves as
an assistant professor at the
University of Pittsburgh, where
he is digital chairside director
and vice chair of the Department
of Restorative Dentistry. He
credits Pitt Dental Medicine with

shaping his professional values
and fondly remembers the
friendships formed during dental
school. He lives in Pittsburgh

Class of 2025

Shiv Patel, DMID
ENDODONTICS

Shiv Patel, DMD earned her
Doctor of Dental Medicine
degree from the University

of Pittsburgh in 2025. After
completing her undergraduate
education, dental school and
residency training at Pitt, she
credits the institution with
shaping her professional journey
and career foundation.

She is currently a first-year
resident in the Endodontics
Residency program at Pitt Dental
Medicine and recalls completing
her first root canal as a defining
moment that confirmed her
passion for the specialty.

Outside of her academic and
clinical training, Dr. Patel enjoys
volunteering and traveling. She
is committed to advancing
patient care and continued
growth as a clinician within
endodontics.

with his wife and four children.

PREV { ) NEXT PREV { D NEXT

Pitt Dental Medicine recently launched interactive digital kiosks in Salk Hall to
showcase its legacy dating back to 1896. You are part of the legacy, and we
invite you to be part of this living and growing record of the Pitt Dental
Medicine alumni community by updating your class composite profile and
sharing your professional journey with your peers.

Update your composite profile

Congratulations Class of 2026

On May 16, the School of Dental Medicine celebrated its 130th year of
providing dental education as the Class of 2026 received their diplomas and
certificates. Pitt Dental Medicine is proud of the hard work its students, faculty
and staff put forth that helped lead this year’s graduating class to the
successful completion of 83 dental degrees, 30 dental hygiene

degrees, 32 certificates of advanced study for dental specialties, eight Master of
Dental Science degreesand one doctoral degree.

With a 100% first-time pass rate on their clinical licensure examination—for the
fourth year in a rov—many dental hygiene graduates have already received
job offers. Of this year’s graduating DMD class, 98% celebrated a first-time
pass rate on their clinical licensure examination, and more than 45% of them
are set to begin advanced dental education residency programs this summer.
We congratulate our 2026 graduates on their bright futures ahead as clinicians,
researchers and educators.

Read about the new graduates

Welcome Pitt Dental Medicine’s Newest Class

This summer, the University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine will
welcome its new class and present each student with their first white coat.
Would you please considerwelcoming our new studentswith a $75 gift in
support of the Dental White Coat Fund? Your gift will help provide a first-year
dental medicine, advanced standing or dental hygiene student with a white
coat. If you donate by tomorrow, you will also be able to write a
personalized note for a student, sharing words of wisdom and
encouragement as they embark upon this new journey. We will place the
note in the student’s pocket on the big day.

Send a note by July 20

School’s Supporters Come Together on Pitt Day of
Giving

On Feb. 21, the 10th annual Pitt Day of Giving (PDoG), 386 alumni, parents,
faculty, staff, students and friends showed their incredible generosity by giving
to Pitt Dental Medicine. This is a 28% increase over last year, and we couldn’t
be more grateful. Because we surpassed our donor goal, we unlocked $9,000
in challenge funds from the Board of Visitors. Plus, six areas unlocked
challenge funds ranging from $500 to $5,000 each! We are grateful for the
support from the Pitt Dental Medicine community—providing an immediate
impact on scholarship funds, residency department programs and patient care.

Read more about PDoG results

Upcoming Events

Pitt Homecoming and the Cathedral of Learning’s
Centennial: Sept. 24-27

The University of Pittsburgh is celebrating 100 years since the Cathedral of
Learning's groundbreaking—and you’re invited to the birthday bash. Join us for
all your favorite traditions and more during Pitt Homecoming weekend! Learn
more about the weekend’s events.

Pitt Ortho Symposium: Oct. 2

The Pitt Ortho Symosium will begin with a continuing education course,
featuring Sercan Akyalcin, DDS, PhD, head of orthodontics and member of the
faculty of developmental biology at Harvard School of Dental Medicine. The day
will also include seminars and a dinner for Pitt orthodontics alumni. Details are
forthcoming. In the meantime, please reach out to Jared Bogolea or Cassie
Cline Elyes for more information.

Mission of Mercy Pittsburgh 2026: Oct. 16-17

Join Pitt Dental Medicine at Mission of Mercy Pittsburgh 2026 and change lives!
Volunteer your time at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center to help
underserved people in the Pittsburgh community. It's a unique opportunity to use
your talents to help those residents who otherwise have limited or no access to
dental care. Registration is open! Visit MOMPGH.org for more information.

Pitt Alumni Breakfast: Nov. 6

Connect with Pitt Dental Medicine alumni at this breakfast, which will take place
at the Nemacolin resort in Farmington, Pennsylvania. The event is being held in
conjunction with the 3Rivers Dental Conference, sponsored by the Dental
Society of Western Pennsylvania. There is limited space available. If you are
interested in attending, please contact Brooke Capolupo.

Stay tuned for details about these events:
October: Young Alumni Panel and Networking Event

November: Senior Social (D4) with the Pennsylvania Dental Association
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