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JOIN US FOR THE 2021 LATINX CONNECT CONFERENCE

The Latinx Connect virtual conference (October 14-16) aims to move us
beyond “celebrating” Latinxs, instead calling for empowerment and
justice for the Latinx community, which faces numerous disparities in U.S.
society, particularly those at the intersections of Latinx identity (e.g., Afro-
Latinxs, Indigenous Latinxs, queer and Trans* Latinxs, undocumented
Latinxs).

The 3-day virtual conference, free and open to all, will bring together
students, educators, community leaders, political advocates, and others
to dialogue about Latinx identities, cultures, and contemporary issues.
Participants will discuss what it means to be Latinx/a/o/e/Hispanic in
relation to intersectional identities, education, immigration, public health,
arts & culture, history, and other topical areas.

Register Now!

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

We invite virtual session proposal submissions from students, educators,
professionals, researchers, and community members who serve, uplift,
and support the Latinx community. Session proposals can be in either
workshop or panel discussion format and should include learning
objectives or key takeaways to help attendees better understand and
engage with diverse Latinx communities and salient contemporary issues
affecting this population. The deadline to submit a proposal is Friday,
August 27.

Submit A Proposal

Latinx Connect is organized and sponsored by a grassroots
transdisciplinary and cross-institutional group of educators and
community leaders based in Pittsburgh.

Questions? Contact LatinxConnect@pitt.edu

AUGUST DIVERSITY HOLIDAY CALENDAR

August 10: Hijri New Year, the day that marks the beginning of the new
Islamic calendar year.

August 13: Black Women’s Equal Pay Day. The aim is to raise
awareness about the wider-than-average pay gap between Black women
and White men. Black women are paid 62 cents for every dollar paid to
white men.

August 15: Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary, according to the beliefs
of the Catholic Church, Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy, as well as parts
of Anglicanism, the day commemorates the bodily taking up of the Virgin
Mary into heaven at the end of her earthly life.

August 15: Dormition of the Theotokos, a Great Feast of the Eastern
Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches that
commemorates the "falling asleep," or death, of Mary the Theotokos
("Mother of God") and her bodily resurrection before ascending into
heaven.

August 17: Marcus Garvey Day, which celebrates the birthday of the
Jamaican politician and activist who is revered by Rastafarians. Garvey
is credited with starting the Back to Africa movement, which encouraged
those of African descent to return to the land of their ancestors during
and after slavery in North America.

August 18-19 (sundown to sundown): Ashura, an Islamic holiday
commemorating the day Noah left the ark and the day Allah saved
Moses from the Egyptians.

August 22: Obon (Ullambana), a Buddhist festival and Japanese custom
for honoring the spirits of ancestors.

August 22: Raksha Bandhan, a Hindu holiday commemorating the
loving kinship between a brother and sister. “Raksha” means “protection”
in Hindi and symbolizes the longing a sister has to be protected by her
brother. During the celebration, a sister ties a string around her brother’s
(or brother-figure’s) wrist and asks him to protect her. The brother usually
gives the sister a gift and agrees to protect her for life.

August 22: Hungry Ghost Festival, a Chinese holiday where street,
market, and temple ceremonies take place to honor dead ancestors and
appease other spirits.

August 23: International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade
and its Abolition and the anniversary of the uprising in Santo Domingo
(today Haiti and the Dominican Republic) that initiated the abolition of
slavery in the Caribbean.

August 26: Women'’s Equality Day, which commemorates the August 26,
1920, certification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that
gave women the right to vote. Congresswoman Bella Abzug first
introduced a proclamation for Women’s Equality Day in 1971. Since that
time, every president has published a proclamation recognizing August
26 as Women'’s Equality Day.

August 29-30: Krishna Janmashtami, a Hindu celebration of Lord
Vishnu’s most powerful human incarnations, Krishna, the god of love and
compassion. Celebrations include praying and fasting.
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