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Dean’s Welcome 
Dr. Bernard J. Costello 
Dean

Research Introduction
Ms. Regina Munsch 
DMD Class of 2024

The Pitt Dental Medicine Family
Dr. Neil Robertson 
Vice President - Dental Alumni Association

Ms. Simerpreet Kaur Bagga 
DMD Advanced Standing Class of 2023

The Meaning of the White Coat
Ms. Kelly Wagner
Director - Dental Hygiene Program

Ms. Caitlan Cuellar 
DH Class of 2023

The Costello Pain Care Pledge™
Dr. Bernard J. Costello
Dean

Dental White Coat Ceremony
Dr. Bernard J. Costello 
Dean

Dr. Christine Wankiiri-Hale 
Associate Dean - Office of Student Affairs

Dr. Marnie Oakley 
Vice Dean

Ms. Kelly Wagner 
Director - Dental Hygiene Program

Closing Remarks
Dr. Bernard J. Costello 
Dean



Carmen Andreoli
Mazen Ayoub
Akua Baa
Gavin Barclay
Mya Blanco
Kathryn Bruce
Alison Buckwalter
Antonio Cardoso
Chelsea Carver
Gabriela Castaing
Hannah Ceravolo
Cassia Clayton
Michael Delosh
Taylor Dermond
Nicole Didenko
Thomas Fekeru
Youssef Gabraiel
Micah Garber
Jordin Garton
Juhi Goyal
Nicholas Greene
David Gulibon
Shaelyn Hand
Stephanie Heim
Brandon Herbst
Aaron Hinton
Sonal Hirani
Emily Jones
Jacob Kachurka
Nikhel Kareer
Anastasia Karras
Shivam Khairnar
Nidhi Khosla
John Koury
Juliah Laemmer
Brian Lee
Kevin Lu
Jillian Lucchetti
Samuel MacGregor
Catherine Magister

Shirsha Majumdar
Jonah Manalo
Christiana Mather
Martha Meshesha
Ryan Michael
Victoria Ming
Lauren Minutella
Erika Mohr
Christopher Montgomery
Matthew Moses
Jacob Navarro
Logan Newman
Wilson Oduntan
Chukwudubem Okudoh
Adam Ott
Anjli Patel
Urjasvi Patel
Leon Paul
Emily Pavlowski
Nathaniel Petros
Zainab Razzak
Anika Roy
Harshini Sakthivel
Nathan Scarlata
Dwija Shah
Rosemarie Shaw
Emily Sheffler
Eva Shterengarts
Andrew Slupek
Claudia  Steel
Yih-Tsyr Sung
Rafeek Thomas
Tia Thompson
Marcus Townsend
Gabrielle Ulery
Sarah Vadella
Dakota Volzer
Sarah Weaver
Tyler Whitfield
Ying Mei Zeng

DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE 
CLASS OF 2026



ADVANCED STANDING  
CLASS OF 2024

DENTAL HYGIENE
CLASS OF 2024

Omer Ghani
Sindhu Gopalaswamy
Shobena Jeevan Sethu
Sadiya Khatoon

Wuyang Li
Sadaf Seddigh
Abhishek Shetty

Shannon Abellard
Kaylin Bauer  
Brianna Bergbigler 
Jairet Cabrera 
Wengmu Ciren
Abbey Clopp 
Paige Daviduk 
Olivia Dorato 
Rylee Estermyer 
Isabella Gillette 
Caroline Hart 
Janvi Kakadiya 
Alisha Khatiwada

Gabriella Klein
Jaleya Matai 
Haliegh Meserve 
Julia Michalski 
Jordan Palmer 
Domonique Ragland 
Shannon Redmond 
Sydney Shuster 
Aiva Smith 
Javier Uvina
Anna Wageley 
Chloe Wertz 

A recording of today’s ceremony can be found at  
dental.pitt.edu/white-coat



The Dental Oath

I, realizing the privileges and opportunities that will be given 
to me in my study of the arts and sciences of dentistry and 
appreciating the significance of the dental diploma to be 
conferred upon me, do hereby willingly pledge:

That I will diligently uphold the dignity, honor and objectives 
of the dental profession and, to the best of my ability, will 
contribute to its prestige, proficiency, and progress;

That I solemnly accept my responsibility to the patients to give 
them the best of my knowledge and skill, and to maintain an 
impeccable relationship with them that will warrant their trust 
and confidence;

That I will faithfully observe the principles of ethics set forth by 
the profession;

That I will lend my influence and support to dental education, 
to organized dentistry, and to all segments of the profession 
which contribute to the fulfillment of its purpose.

The Dental Hygiene Oath

As I now approach the beginning of my formal education as 
a dental hygienist and begin the lifelong process of continual 
learning both personal and professional, I do humbly 
acknowledge my human limitations, solemnly swear to render 
health service to those who seek my ministrations, hereby 
enjoining upon myself the sacred duty of teaching the public, 
particularly children and young people, by precept, lecture, 
and every other available mode of instruction, the value of 
dental health as a priceless possession; and further, to bind 
myself by future study to broaden my knowledge that I may 
share with others such information in my special field as will 
tend toward the ideal of dental health.
 
With this pledge inviolate, may it be granted me to enrich 
my life in the practice of my art.



Costello Pain Care Pledge™

A COMMITMENT TO RESPONSIBLE  
PAIN MANAGEMENT 

As a conscientious healthcare professional, 
the immediate and long-term health of each 
patient is my highest priority. It is incumbent 
on me to evaluate all options regarding effective 
and safe treatment of acute pain for those patients who require 
administration of medications or other strategies to mitigate and 
treat their discomfort. Therefore, I make the following commitment 
to my colleagues and to those in my care for whom pain treatment 
remedies are required. 

I believe that the health of each patient is my paramount concern 
when considering appropriate treatments and therapies. 

I recognize that addiction to opioids and other addictive narcotic 
substances is a critical health problem for many individuals, 
families, and communities as well as a public health crisis that my 
profession can conscientiously effect. 

I will treat patients with the utmost respect and compassion when 
evaluating and choosing their pain treatment options. 

I will carefully consider and employ ethical and prudent decision 
making regarding the safe and effective prescription of pain 
medications and therapies for my patients. This includes taking The 
Guidelines for Prescribing Pain Medications™ (The Guidelines) and 
the most current, evidence-based recommendations into account. 

I will make distinct and personalized choices to determine the best 
available options for each individual patient. 

For the good of patients, families and communities, I am committed 
to consciously avoiding the preferential use of narcotic pain and 
other addictive medications whenever possible as based upon the 
most current wisdom and principles.

In accordance with my Oath as a healthcare professional, I hereby 
pledge to hold myself to the principles of The Pledge™ and the 
highest ethical standards regarding medication prescription.  

More information about the Costello Pain Care Pledge (PCP)™ can 
be found at dental.pitt.edu/pain-care-pledge   
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THANK YOU
Thank you for your support of the Dental White Coat Fund.
The School of Dental Medicine’s White Coat Ceremony receives 
support from the Dr. Harry K. Zohn and Cecile Feldman 
Endowment Fund.

Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Antonia Ambrosino
Dr. William Andrus
Dr. Filip Barbaric
Dr. David Behrman
Dr. Elia Beniash
Mr. Ralph and Mrs. Yvonne Blanco
Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Rebecca Bruce
Ms. Heather Bruce
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Elaine Carver
Mr. Pedro Castaing
Dr. David Clark
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Amy Clopp
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Christine Conway
Drs. Bernard and Jacqueline Sohn Costello
Dr. Monica Dargan
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Sherry Delosh
Mrs. Tracey Dermond
Mrs. Evelyn Dermond
Dr. Michael Dobos
Dr. H. Brown Elmes
Ms. Jordan Fediaczko
Dr. Gary Fredrickson
Dr. Wyatt Gasparik
Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Lisa Gulibon
Ms. Michelle Hinton
Dr. James Isett
Dr. Louis Jannetto
Dr. James Johnson
Dr. Jon Johnston
Ms. Patricia Koury
Ms. Jeanne Michael
Mr. William Karras and Dr. Mary Beth Mihalakis
Dr. Edward Korenman
Dr. Maribeth Krzesinski
Dr. Kurt Laemmer
Dr. Christine Lee
Mr. Ying Lu and Dr. Hongying Cheng
Mr. Malcolm and Mrs. Ann MacGregor
Dr. William Martin



Dr. Jay Maust
Mr. John and Mrs. Michelle Minutella
Mrs. Geri Mitchell
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Beth Ann Mohr
Mrs. Diane Moses
Dr. Mark Moses
Dr. Richard Nelson
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Megan Newman
Drs. Geoffrey and Marnie Oakley
Dr. Jean O’Donnell
Mr. John and Mrs. Susan Ott
Mr. Tom and Mrs. Melissa Pavlowski
Dr. Gretchen Perkins
Dr. Thomas Perkins
Dr. Joanne Prasad
Dr. David Reeder
Dr. Neil Robertson
Dr. Cheryl Rosato
Dr. Phillip Ruben
Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Theresa Scarlata
Dr. Lawrence Schneider
Dr. Akhil Sharma
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Prudence Shaw
Miraie Slupek
Dr. Charlie Stein
Mrs. Barbara Steinberg
Dr. Deborah Studen-Pavlovich
Dr. Kurt Summersgill
Mr. Sam Vaughan
Drs. Alexandre and Adriana Vieira
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Nancy Vitori
Mr. Edmund and Mrs. Tiffany Wagley
Dr. Ron Walker
Dr. Christine Wankirii-Hale
Dr. Seth Weinberg and Dr. Zsuzsa Horvath
Dr. Benjamin Weinberger
Ms. Maryanne White
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Nicole Whitfield
Dr. Katelyn Woods
Dr. Joseph Yatko

*Gifts given to the Dental White Coat Fund  
  between July 1, 2022 and August 12, 2022.


